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SECOND SEMESTER

COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY

XCS121 <~ ENGLISH —I

(REGULATIONS 2007)

(Common to Information Technology, Softwa/re Engineering)

(Also applicable to 2009 Regulations)

Time : Three hours

Maximum : 100 marks

Answet ALL questions.

PART A — (10 x 2 = 20 marks)

1. Match the words in column A With their meanings in
column B

@)
(b)
(c}
()

A
Viability
Conservation
Haul

Fraternity

@
(i)
(iii)
(iv)

B

preservation
feasibility
brotherhood

pull or drag forcibly




[image: image2.png]Fill in the blanks with suitable prepositions :

In 1960 —— earth quake struck Agadir in
Morocco. Animals were mnoted as being restless

the disaster. animals ran
here and there....... 200 near that place dogs barked
wildly.

Fill in the blanks with appropriate form of the word :

Verb Noun, Adjective
(@ Differ -
() Create
(©) ———  decoration
@ — corrogive

Make sentences expressing purpose using the hints given
below :

(a) fire bricks are used — to minimize heat losses in the
boiler,

() pure feed water is used — to prevent the formation of
deposits.

Use any TWO of the following expressions in sentences of
your own :

(a) because of
(b) dueto

(¢) on account of
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e Howing Perative mstructmns into
mpersou 1 Passiye ihstr Ctiong :
(a) Clean the engdy of the metal pody before the welding,
(b) Wear the safety bojy.
Complete the followmg seniences
(a)

(b) Ifthe blayerg fm’l;dope test
10, 4,

dd Suitable Prefixes ¢, form ¢,
given :

€ antonypy, of the words
(a) TTe— Possible
)

valid
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PART B — (5 x 16 = 80 marks)

Read the following passage and answer the
questions that follow :

Few scientists would say that cutting green-house
emissions is not the only way to solve the problem of
global warming. If man made technologies are
capable of heating the planet, they are probably
capable of cooling it dewn again. Welcome to
geo-engineering, Avhich helds that, rather than
trying to change mankihd’§ industrial habits, it is
more efficient to counter the effects, using planetary
scale engineering.

This general approach has been kicking around for
decades. A paper on climate change prepared for
President Lyndon Johnson in 1965 made no mention
of cutting greenhouse emissions. It nonchalantly
proposed dealing with the results by dumping vast
quantities of reflective particles into the ocean to

, increase the amount of sunlight veflected into space.

That school of thinking has since fallen out of
fashion. As scientists have accumulated evidence for
global warming and its possible consequences, s0 the
scientific -and political consensus has favored
attempts at reducing carbon emissions through
taxes and regulations and subsides, many of them
directed at factories and motor cars.

More needs to be done. Green house gas levels have
gone on rising. The rapid industrialization of China
and India means they are going to rise even more.
The gloomy outlook has encouraged new interest in
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a technological fix. A scientific journal, Climate
Change, published a series of papers on the subject
in April.

Many big ideas for global cooling have been
suggested over the years. They include seeding the
skies with compounds to encourage the formation of
low lying, cooling clouds building a giant sunshade
in space; and dumping iron in the oceans to
encourage the growth of algae that would take in
carbon when ahve/and/trap it in the sea floor when
dead.

KenCaldeira, a scientist at the Carnegie Institution,
says the most promising idea maybe to spray tiny
Sulphate parncleg into the upper atmosphere, where
they reflect incoming sunlight.-Nature has already
done the proof ef concept work; volcanic eruptions
spew such -particles into the air, and the cooling
effisct is well documented.

Schemes of this kind may sound half crazy; they do
not- tend to have some technical and aesthetic
complications. Deliberately polluting the
atmosphere would make the sky less blue, although
sunsets would probably be prettier. Blocking out the
sun might keep the planet cool, but it would do little
to address other effects of high carbon dioxide levels,
such as the acidification of the oceans.

Ralph Cicerone of America’s national Academy of
Sciences, has said that geo-engineering inspires
opposition for “various and sincere reasons that are
not wholly scientific”. Others might say the same
about it's support. One early enthusiast was Edward
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the “father of the hydrogen bomb” and often cited as
an inspiration for Dr Strangelove.

Scientists fend now to see geo-engineering research
as a form of insurance policy against the effects of
continued global warming, not as an excuse for down
playing the problem, not for tolerating more carbon
emissions in the meantime.

You must expect green groups to applaud this belt
and braces approach. More often, they resist it in
principle, and have little time for the research
involved. At worst they seem to see it as a scheme by
devious sciéntists to thwart Nature’s just revenge.

Still there is a reasonable fear here that an illusory
hope of a scientific fix might undermine the sort of
dogged and grubby policy solutions, such as carbon
caps and carbon quotas, needed for taking the fight
against climate change to.its source.

The pre correction principle which calls for extra
prudence in areas of scientific uncertainty, also
applies. You can look at climate change as an
experiment which mankind has to its horror found
itself performing on the planet. To start a second
experiment, in the hopes of counteracting the first,
would be, to put it mildly, rather risky.

(i) Choose the correct answer from the following
options : @

(1) Geo-engineering tries to use

(A) cooling methods
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(2) Which is not the idea suggested in the
passage for global cooling?

(A) seeding the skies with compounds to
encourage ‘the formation of cooling
clouds.

(B) building a giant sunshade in space
(C) planting more trees

(D) dumping iron in the ocean to
encourage the growth of algae

(3)  Nature cools the atmosphere through
(A) voleanic eﬁlption
(B) cloud seeding
{C) building a sun shade
(D) all the above

{4} The renewed interest in geo-engineering
is probably due to

(A) the industrialization of China and
India

(B) an atmospheric scientist winning
the Noble prize
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(i)

(C) continuing increase in green house
gases

(D) the failure to contain carbon
emission deposit in several attempts

Say whether the following statements are True
or False. @

(1) The rapid,r'ihdustriahzation is responsible
for the rise in temperature

(2) The -sulphate particles in the upper
atmosphere reflect the incoming sunlight

(3) Geo-engineering is a technology that
would reduce the carbon emitted in
Automobile exhaust

(4) Green groups appreciate the efforts taken
by geo-engineering research.

Fill in the blanks with the correct words : (4}

(1) Presence of high carbon dioxide in
* atmosphere results in

(2) The Government tries to reduce carbon
emission through

(3) When algae die they trap the CO,

(4) Seeding the sky with compounds
encourages the
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(1) This general approach has been kicking
around for decades. The underlined
Phrase means —————— (existing/
disappear)

(2) It nonchalantly proposed dealing with
the results by dumping vast quantities of
reflective particles into the ocean the
word dumping .means ——————
(deposit/remove)

(3) The rapid industrialization of China and
India means they are going to rise
even more. The word rapid means

. (swift/slow)

@ You might expect green groups to

applaud this belt and braces approach.

The word applaud means ——————
(praise/criticize).

Or

You received instructions from your professor that
you have to undertake an 1.V’ to Mumbai with in a
week. Prepare a checklist of eight activities.’

Write a set of Eight instructions that should be
followed in a busy road. (16)

Or
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(b)

(a)

(b)

(a)

Assume you are the President of the Welfare
Association of your area. Frequent thefts are
reported there. Write a letter to the commissioner of
police requesting for a police outpost.

Kalpakkam Atomic _Power Station invites
application for the po;t/of Asst Plant Engineers from
First Class B E Ue/gree holders from EEE, EIE,
Mech, CSE, ECE branches.” Write a job application
with bio-data. . ¢ (16)

Or

Write a letier to the Editor of a popular Newspaper
requesting him to publish your views on sports
persons taking drugs to win the match, in the letters
to the editor column of the Newspaper.

Assume you are the Safety Engineer of your
induétry and a fire accident occurred there a week
before. Write a report to your G.M. who is in the
Corporate Office in Chennai (Assume suitable
addresses). (16)

Or

10
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Write a memo to be displayed on the notice board of

your canteen for the employees not to waste water

and electricity.

Write short paragraph highlighting differences
between metals and non metals :

Metals 4
()  Solids at ordinary™

temperature .~

Excepting-merecury

(i) Lustrous (reflects
lights)

@iii) Malleable, ductile,
have High density
Exception: Alkali
metals lighter
Than water

(iv) good conductor of
heat and electricity

11

Non-Metals

Exist in solid, liquid,
gaseous states at.
ordinary temp.
Solid-iodine,  sulphur
etc. Liquid-bromine,
gas-pxygen, Hydrogen
etc

non lustrous exception
-diamond. Graphite,
Iodine

not malleable, not
ductile have low density

bad conductor of heat
and electricity

Exception: graphite
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(v) When struck, emit not emit a metallic sound
a metallic sound
(vi) don't exhibit allotropy is characteristic
allotropy property property
Or
Write few paragraphs ffot more than 300 words) on
any ONE of the following : (16)
(i) Communication skil]s are a must in the global

(i)

village of 21st century.”
Or

The ever increasing noise pollution in big
cities.





