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‘B.E./B.Techv. DEGREE EXAMINATIONS, JANUARY 2010.
‘  FIRST SEMESTER
HS 11 — TECHNICAL ENGLISH —I
(Common to all branches)
(REGULATIONS 2008)

Time : Three hours : Maximum : 100 marks

Answer ALL questions.
PART A — (10 x 2 = 20 marks) -

1.  Match the words in column A with their meanings in column B :
: A . - B :
: (a) Anticipate (i) Necessary

(b) Indispensable - ~ (ii) Consider before hand
(¢) Informal (ii1)) Response
’(d) Feedback (iv) Unconventional

2.  Add suitable prefixes or suffixes according to the meanings given :
(a) ——— locate : displace ‘
(b) Deforest ——————— : clearing of forest
(¢) ——————— applicable : cannot be applied
(d) Require —————— : something necessary.

3.  Change the following sentences into impersonal passive voice :

(a) The workers are repairing the bridge.

(b) We can cast this metal into many complicated types.

4. Rewrite the following sentences using the gerund form.
(a) It is bad for the figure to eat between meals.

(b) To climb Mount Everest seemed an impossible task.

5.  Complete the following sentences :
(a) If you start early
(b) If you had known earlier
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Correct the following sentences : :
(a) The number of failures are high.

(b) Even five thousand rupees were a lot of money in the 1950’s.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate tense forms.

Nuclear fuels give out dangerous and very ———— (penetrate)
radiation. During fission even more radiation ——————— (produce).
This ———— (radiate) is harmful even in small quantities. [t ———

(attack) living tissues.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriafe form of the word :

Verb Noun Adjective
(a) Generate :
bl 4 Envy
Define the following :
(a) Chip

(b) Rheostat.

Exparid the following compound nouns :

(a) Power cable
(b) Air supply

PART B — (5% 16 = 80 marks)

‘Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given at the

end of it :

‘Ever since humans have inhabited the earth, they have made use of various

forms of communication. Generally, this expression of thoughts and feelings
has been in the form of oral speech. When there is a language barrier,
communication is accomplished through sign language in which motions stand
for letters, words and ideas. Tourists, the deaf, and the mute have had to
resort to this form of expression. Many of these symbols of whole words are
very picturesque and exact and can be used internationally; spelling, however,
cannot.

Body language transmits ideas or thoughts by certain actions, either
intentionally or unintentionally. A nod signifies approval, while shaking the
head indicates a negative reaction. '

Other forms of non-linguistic language can be found in Braille (a system of
raised dots read with the fingertips), signal flags, Morse code, and smoke
signals. Road maps and picture signs also guide, warn and instruct people.

While verbalization is the most common form of language, other systems and
techniques also express human thoughts and feelings.
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Say whether the following. statements are true or false : (a1 =b)
(i) There are many forms of communication in existence today.

(ii) Body language transmits ideas or thoughts unintentionally.

(iii) Deaf and the mute use an oral form of communication.

(iv) Verbalization is only form of language.

(v) When there is a language barrier, communication is accomplished
through sign language?

Choose the correct answer : ‘ (pxl= 5) ;
(i) People need to communicate in order to
(1) Create language barriers
(2) Be picturesque and exact
(3) Express thdughts and feelings.

(i) Sign language is said to be very picturesque and exact and can be
used internationally except for

(1) Expressions
) Ideas
- (3) Spelling.
(iii) What is the best title for.the passage?
(1) The importance of sign language
(2) The many forms of communication
(3) Ways of expressing feelings.
(iv) ‘The word ‘these’ in sentence 5 refers to
(1) Tourists
9 Sign language motions
(3) Thoughts and feelings.

(v) Which form other than oral speech would be most commonly used
among blind people?

(1) Picture signs

(2) Braille

(3) Body language.
Answer the vfollowing quéstions . : - - (3x2=6)
(i) When is communication accomphshed through sign language?

(i1) How does body language transmit ideas?

- (iii)) Mention the other forms of non-linguistic languages.
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(ii)

Read the following passage carefully and make notes : (8)

There are many different kinds of musical instruments. They are
divided into three main classes according to the way they are
played. Those that are played by blowing air into them are called
wind instruments. These are made of wood, brass and other
materials. The family of wood instruments includes the flute, the
clarinet, the bassoon, the trumpet, the mouthorgan and the
bagpipe. The instruments that are played by banging or striking
them are known as percussion instruments. An example is the
drum. Then there are stringed instruments which are played by
plucking the strings or by drawing a bow across the strings.
Examples of this are violin and the cello.

Or
Read the following passage carefully and make notes: (8)

Linguistics views language as a symbolic system. In language,

words act symbols of which signifier (form) and signifie (meaning)

are part. Linguistic symbols are primarily vocal symbols. As far as
linguistics is concerned, language is primarily speech because even

" now there exist many preliterate societies for which speech is the
“only manifestation of language since they do not have scripts.

Language is also a system of systems. Language achieves what
people want of it by means of an interrelating series of different
systems — systems of sounds, systems of grammatical patterning,
systems of word meanings, and systems of reference to non-
linguistic events. Linguistic symbols are arbitrary. In general,
there is no necessary inherent relation between the sounds that
make up a word and the object signified by it. There is no reason
why the four-legged domestic pet, which is generally regarded as

man’s best friend, should be called dog in English, kuttha in Hindi,

hund in German. Even onomatopoeic words differ from language to
language — the crowning of a cock is expressed differently in
different languages. ' ;

Compare and contrast camera and video camera. (8)
Or

Compare and contrast newspaper and television as communication

media. : (8)

Write a letter to the Head of the Department requesting

permission for an industrial visit. (8)
Or

Write a letter to the Minister of Human Resources inviting him to
inaugurate an international conference on computer applications in
your college. (8)
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- Or

(ii) Write a letter to the Editor of ‘The Hindu’ about problems in your
locality. : : (8)

14. (a) (i) Study the flow chart carefully and write out a short paragraph: (8)

Extraction of gold

Present as veins in gravel or rock
: - Ore obtained
Transported to mill and oil is crushed

| Ore is washed using water ;
" Recovery of pure gold

three processes

Cyanide process.

amalgamation

Gold

Or
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Bicycle, 60

(b) (i) Write eight instructions that should be followed in the chemistry
laboratpry. (8)
Or
(i) = Re arrange the following jumbled sentences. v (8)
" (1) If the latter are reluctant, start with the former.
(2) Mix the quick ones with the slow ones.
(3) Call for reports after few minutes of discussion.

(4) The quick learners, spread over the class, can guide this
~discussion.

(5) Then gradually move to the latter, drawing them out of their
shells. : : '

(6) The discussion can be in pairs or in groups.

(7) The discussion provides a meaningful context to use English
. to communicate orally.

(8) Please encourage discussion among your learners especially
the weak ones. '

15. (a) Write an essay on effects of global warming and measures to control it.
: - (16)

Or

(b) Write a few paragraphs on alternate sources of energy. (16)
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